
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Saint Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church 

The Nativity of the Lord  
December  25th, 2025 

Mass Schedule 
   Monday,  December 22nd   
 No Mass           Confessions 4:30 to 6:30pm  

   Tuesday, December  23rd    St. John  Kanty                                      
 Mass 8:15am                                                                  
    † Deceased members of the Triggs & Rognholt  
  family   Confessions 6:00 to 8:00 

  Wednesday, December 24th    Christmas Eve 
 Christmas Vigil Mass 4:00 pm               
    † Dr Louis & Ruth Williams  
  Midnight Mass 12:00 am 
    † Staff of St Mary’s Parish & School 
 

   Thursday, December 25th  Christmas Day 
  Christmas Morning Mass  9:00 am                 
     Andrew Peckham SP.I. 
 
   Friday, December 26th       St. Stephen 
             Mass 8:15 am           
               L& D Priests who have served St Mary’s   
 
    Saturday, December 27th        St. John 
                  Confessions 4:30 pm                                                         
  Mass 5:15 pm                                                                     
     † Mary Barnett 
 

   Sunday, December 28th         The Holy Family   
      Confessions 7:15 am      
            Mass 8:00 am              
     † Agatha Peckham   
                  
      Confessions 9:45 am                                                       
 Mass 10:30 am                          
     Our Parish Family      
             1:00 pm Spanish Mass    

Saturday, December 27th  5:15 pm  
Reader:  Susan Tully                      
Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Tully                                 

Servers:  Declan & Eleanor Jelinek                                             
    Sofia Mata, Olivia Mueller                                                      
Ushers: Knights of Columbus                                              
Gifts: Kevin Jelinek Family Scrip: Susan Walter 
        Sunday, December  28th  8:00 am                                       
Reader: Mark Jelinek      
Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Tully                               
Servers: Carter Jelinek, Gage Tennant,   
  Colyns & Lyncoln Morris            

Ushers: Knights of Columbus                                               
Gifts: Gregg Schmitt Family    Scrip: Christine Schmitt
          Sunday, December  29th 10:30 am        
Reader:  Katy Ueeck                                         
Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Tully 
Servers: Brayden Arms, Giada Johnson 
   Jolee Larse, Alex Ueeck 
Gifts: Jeffrey Joseph Family  Scrip: Jonna Ray 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Dec 21st, 2025 



  

From your Pastor  
 
As we come to the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we do so, most likely with a joyful anticipation for the birth 
of our Savior. Whether we are fully submersed in the gleeful holiday festivities or simply focused on  
getting through each day, this final weekend of Advent seeks to set the scene for the birth of Christ, the 
profound moment when God’s love, made visible, breaks forth into our ordinary world.  
 
I don’t know if you have ever considered why God chose to carry out the plan of salvation this way. If 
we were to stop and imagine, had we never heard the story before, how God would bring about saving 
the entire human race, what would we come up with? I know for me, it would probably be something 
profound, something breathtaking or earth-shattering. I would be looking for that moment to be very  
visible and noticeable by everyone. But, as we know, this is not what takes place. This convergence of 
the prophecies of the Old Testament, even from the time of our first parents, plays out in a very different 
way, a very simple and humble way. When you stop and think about it, the whole scenario seems rather 
normal, seemingly unexciting for those who would have been adjacent to those moments. But we know, 
as the events play out, the result will be eternal! 
 
Perhaps one of the biggest misunderstandings that arises as we go through these series of events is what 
we find in our Gospel for this weekend. After the Angel Gabriel comes to Mary and Mary gives her 
“Yes” to God, Gabriel then appears to Joseph in a dream telling him not to be afraid to take Mary into his 
home. We hear that Mary and Joseph are betrothed but do not yet live together. Here is where we run into 
this misunderstanding. I can’t begin to count how many times I have heard people say that Jesus was 
born to a young, unmarried mother. When we read that Mary and Joseph were betrothed, we  
automatically think of the modern context of the word or rather substitute the more common understand-
ing of engaged. Yet this is not at all the situation. In Jewish culture, the betrothal was the equivalent to 
our exchanging of vows, giving of a ring and entering into the formal covenant of marriage. Of course, 
for us, this happens at the wedding itself. Following the formal betrothal ceremony, there would often be 
a celebration with family and friends. The difference, and where we can get tripped up, is there was a  
period of time, varying in length depending on the need, before the couple would move in together and 
complete the entirety of the traditional marriage ceremony. 
 
So why make such a big deal about this? Why is this important? Well, even though they were “married” 
from our modern understanding, there was still this little challenge of God’s direct involvement in 
Mary’s pregnancy and Joseph’s decision in response to this news. I am sure Joseph had wrestled with  
understanding how this all could happen, similar to Mary’s question to Gabriel, “How this could be?” 
Yet, Joseph provides us with an example of profound willingness to accept God’s plan for his life as he 
gave his yes to God, like Mary did. Something that seems small and insignificant in the overall picture, 
but so vitally important. God, in His divine plan, often desires not to create a big commotion or work in 
highly visible ways. He often invites in small ways, in little things, for us to participate in something 
much bigger than ourselves. Like Joseph, God frequently asks us if we are willing to give our yes to him 
and accept the Divine plan in our lives.  
 
In these final days, let us allow God to work in the little things, to help our hearts to be open to those 
small, seemingly insignificant ways that He want to bring us His love and joy. 
 
Lastly, in case you haven’t been able to attend yet during Advent and as a final way of preparation, the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered this coming week on Monday evening from 4:30-6:30 and on 

Tuesday evening from 6-8.  

In Christ through Mary,  

Father Nate Kuhn 



 

      Already have a                  Want to create a new  
     FORMED Account ?       FORMED account? 
 

     1.  Visit FORMED .org      1.  Visit FORMED.org  
     2.  Click Sign In       2.  Click Sign-up 
     3.  Enter your email       3.  “I belong to a  Parish  
     4.  Click link in email        4. Find St Mary’s by zip 
     5.  You’re in!                      5. Enter your email, done! 

With sorrowful hearts,  
we express our profound condolences 

to the family of 
 

Cletus J. Bauer  
Who entered into eternal rest  

December 8th, 2025 
Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and 

May perpetual light shine upon his 
soul and all the souls of the faithful departed   

through  the mercy of God, rest in peace! Amen 

Wednesday December 24th  4:00 pm Christmas Eve  
Reader:  Stephanie Worthington               

Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Tully                                 

Servers:  Bryce Kohlstedt, Andrea Ortiz, Vessel Rush, 
 Morgan Worthington                                     

Ushers: Knights of Columbus                                              
Gifts: Timothy Honer Family  

Thursday, December  25th 12:00 am (Midnight)                                                           
Reader: Maly Krajco      

Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Tully                               
Servers: Elljah, Ella, Molly & Will Weiss                                               

Ushers: Knights of Columbus                                               
Gifts: Brian Weiss Family                                            

Thursday, December 25th, 9:00 am Christmas Day    
Reader: Gloria Joseph                                         

Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Tully 
Servers: Blake Parker, Adelyn, Cameron & Elle Wertz  

Gifts: Andrew Wright Family   

Advent Confessions: 
 

Monday,  December 22nd … 
  4:30 to 6:30pm 
 
Tuesday , December 23rd … 
   6:00 to 8:00 pm  

St Mary’s School Weekly Intention  
 

We pray for the members of the St. Mary School and 
Parish families to have a blessed Christmas, keeping 
Christ at its center. May we have a joyful, healthy,   

and holy new year. 
 

...St. Mary School Staff and Students... 



 

      Wedding Planning Information    
For those seeking the Sacrament of Marriage in our Church  

please notify the pastor as soon as you are engaged,  
but not less than six months  

prior to the proposed wedding date.  

Knights of Columbus Fr. Mc Kevitt Council #3492 
Grand Knight:  Randy Birkholz                                                       

Deputy Grand Knight:  Andrew Kinastowski  
Chancellor: Ed Pulvermacher Financial Secretary: Nicholas Perna  

Chaplain:  Fr Nate Kuhn    
Email:  grandknight3492@gmail.com  

  w.richlandcenterknightsofcolumbus.com 

Parish Council of Catholic Women (PCCW) 
President– Alisa Weiss  Vice-President– Donna Bodinet      
                      Email:  pccwstmarys@gmail.com      
Secretary-Sue Walter  Treasurer-Joanne Hall     

Assumption of  the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish  
160 W 4th Street , Richland Center WI. 

Parish website  www.stmarysrc.com 
608-647-2621    (fax) 647-6029 

 

Fr. Nate Kuhn        
father.kuhn@stmarysrc.com  

Deacon Donald Tully 
deacon.tully@stmarysrc.com 

 

Administrative Assistant …Cheryl Blankenship   
cheryl.blankenship@stmarysrc.com 

Prayer Chain... prayer.chain@stmarysrc.com                   
Mary Ellen Boak   
Grief Counselor... 

Colleen Pulvermacher  608-647-2450 
School Office 647-2422 fax 647-5914 

Principal,  Stacia Kohlstedt               
stacia.kohlstedt@stmarysrc.com                                   

 

Secretary, nichole.myers@stmarysrc.com 
Assistant Secretary, ciji.weeden@stmarysrc.com 

Custodian, James Ueeck   608-343-1548 
 

School Lunch Director /Kitchen 647-4470 
Erin Jelinek  erin.jelinek@stmarysrc.com   

 Religious Ed, Lindsay Perna  
re@stmarysrc.com  

608-475-2087 

December  13/14,  2025 
 

Adult Tithe…………………...                  $2,477.00 
Offertory…………………………                 495.40 
Christmas Flowers…………………..            195.00 
Parish Festival……………………..                20.00 
Cemetery Perpetual Care…………                 50.00 
Total…………………………                  $3,237.40 
 

ACH Tithe, October 2025 ……….            $5,815.00 

 Consider ….Automatic Tithing   
15th of every month  

 No checks to write ..Save time and money ! 
Contact the rectory  608-647-2621 

mailto:grandknight3492@yahoo.com
mailto:pccwstmarys@gmail.com

